
OSHA Construction Regulations 

 
Rules of construction. 

The prime contractor and any subcontractors may make their own arrangements with respect to 
obligations which might be more appropriately treated on a jobsite basis rather than individually. 
Thus, for example, the prime contractor and his subcontractors may wish to make an express 

agreement that the prime contractor or one of the subcontractors will provide all required first-aid or 

toilet facilities, thus relieving the subcontractors from the actual, but not any legal, responsibility (or, 
as the case may be, relieving the other subcontractors from this responsibility). In no case shall the 

prime contractor be relieved of overall responsibility for compliance with the requirements of this part 
for all work to be performed under the contract. 

1926.16(b)  

By contracting for full performance of a contract subject to section 107 of the Act, the prime 
contractor assumes all obligations prescribed as employer obligations under the standards contained in 

this part, whether or not he subcontracts any part of the work. 

..1926.16(c)  

1926.16(c)  

To the extent that a subcontractor of any tier agrees to perform any part of the contract, he also 
assumes responsibility for complying with the standards in this part with respect to that part. Thus, 

the prime contractor assumes the entire responsibility under the contract and the subcontractor 
assumes responsibility with respect to his portion of the work. With respect to subcontracted work, the 

prime contractor and any subcontractor or subcontractors shall be deemed to have joint responsibility. 

1926.16(d)  

Where joint responsibility exists, both the prime contractor and his subcontractor or subcontractors, 

regardless of tier, shall be considered subject to the enforcement provisions of the 

 

General Safety and Health Provisions 

Accident prevention responsibilities. 

1926.20(b)(1)  

It shall be the responsibility of the employer to initiate and maintain such programs as may be 

necessary to comply with this part. 

1926.20(b)(2)  

Such programs shall provide for frequent and regular inspections of the job sites, materials, and 

equipment to be made by competent persons designated by the employers. 

1926.20(b)(3)  



The use of any machinery, tool, material, or equipment which is not in compliance with any applicable 

requirement of this part is prohibited. Such machine, tool, material, or equipment shall either be 
identified as unsafe by tagging or locking the controls to render them inoperable or shall be physically 

removed from its place of operation. 

1926.20(b)(4)  

The employer shall permit only those employees qualified by training or experience to operate 

equipment and machinery. 

1926.20(c)  

All employees required to enter into confined or enclosed spaces shall be instructed as to the nature of 

the hazards involved, the necessary precautions to be taken, and in the use of protective and 

emergency equipment required. The employer shall comply with any specific regulations that apply to 
work in dangerous or potentially dangerous areas. 

1926.21(b)(6)(ii)  

For purposes of paragraph (b)(6)(i) of this section, "confined or enclosed space" means any space 
having a limited means of egress, which is subject to the accumulation of toxic or flammable 

contaminants or has an oxygen deficient atmosphere. Confined or enclosed spaces include, but are 
not limited to, storage tanks, process vessels, bins, boilers, ventilation or exhaust ducts, sewers, 

underground utility vaults, tunnels, pipelines, and open top spaces more than 4 feet in depth such as 
pits, tubs, vaults, and vessels. 

First aid services and provisions for medical care shall be made available by the employer for every 
employee covered by these regulations. Regulations prescribing specific requirements for first aid, 

medical attention, and emergency facilities are contained in Subpart D of this part. 

 

During the course of construction, alteration, or repairs, form and scrap lumber with protruding nails, 

and all other debris, shall be kept cleared from work areas, passageways, and stairs, in and around 
buildings or other structures 

Construction areas, aisles, stairs, ramps, runways, corridors, offices, shops, and storage areas where 

work is in progress shall be lighted with either natural or artificial illumination 

1926.28(a)  

The employer is responsible for requiring the wearing of appropriate personal protective equipment in 

all operations where there is an exposure to hazardous conditions or where this part indicates the 

need for using such equipment to reduce the hazards to the employees. 

Pressure vessels. Current and valid certification by an insurance company or regulatory authority shall 
be deemed as acceptable evidence of safe installation, inspection, and testing of pressure vessels 

provided by the employer. 

1926.29(b)  



Boilers. Boilers provided by the employer shall be deemed to be in compliance with the requirements 

of this part when evidence of current and valid certification by an insurance company or regulatory 
authority attesting to the safe installation, inspection, and testing is presented 

"Hazardous substance" means a substance which, by reason of being explosive, flammable, 

poisonous, corrosive, oxidizing, irritating, or otherwise harmful, is likely to cause death or injury. 

"General." In every building or structure exits shall be so arranged and maintained as to provide free 

and unobstructed egress from all parts of the building or structure at all times when it is occupied. No 
lock or fastening to prevent free escape from the inside of any building shall be installed except in 

mental, penal, or corrective institutions where supervisory personnel is continually on duty and 
effective provisions are made to remove occupants in case of fire or other emergency. 

Noise protection 

Protection against the effects of noise exposure shall be provided when the sound levels exceed those 
shown in Table D-2 of this section when measured on the A-scale of a standard sound level meter at 

slow response. 

1926.52(b)  

When employees are subjected to sound levels exceeding those listed in Table D-2 of this section, 

feasible administrative or engineering controls shall be utilized. If such controls fail to reduce sound 
levels within the levels of the table, personal protective equipment as required in Subpart E, shall be 

provided and used to reduce sound levels within the levels of the table. 

1926.52(c)  

If the variations in noise level involve maxima at intervals of 1 second or less, it is to be considered 

continuous. 

1926.52(d)  

- 

1926.52(d)(1)  

In all cases where the sound levels exceed the values shown herein, a continuing, effective hearing 
conservation program shall be administered. 

  
    TABLE D-2 - PERMISSIBLE NOISE EXPOSURES 
__________________________________________________ 
                                   | 
                                   | Sound level 
      Duration per day,hours       |  dBA slow 
                                   |  response 
___________________________________|______________ 
                                   | 
8..................................|          90 
6..................................|          92 
4..................................|          95 
3..................................|          97 
2..................................|         100 



1 1/2..............................|         102 
1..................................|         105 
1/2................................|         110 
1/4 or less........................|         115 

When the daily noise exposure is composed of two or more periods of noise exposure of different 
levels, their combined effect should be considered, rather than the individual effect of each. Exposure 
to different levels for various periods of time shall be computed according to the formula set forth in 

paragraph (d)(2)(ii) of this section. 

1926.52(d)(2)(ii)  

F(e)=(T(1)divided by L(1))+(T(2)divided by L(2))+ ... + (T(n) divided by L(n)) where: 

 
F(e) = The equivalent noise exposure factor. 
T    = The period of noise exposure at any essentially constant 
      level. 
L    = The duration of the permissible noise exposure at the 
      constant level (from Table D-2). 
 

If the value of F(e) exceeds unity (1) the exposure exceeds permissible levels. 

1926.52(d)(2)(iii)  

A sample computation showing an application of the formula in paragraph (d)(2)(ii) of this section is 

as follows. An employee is exposed at these levels for these periods: 

 
 110 db A 1/4 hour. 
 100 db A 1/2 hour. 
 90 db A 1 1/2 hours. 
 
F(e) = (1/4 divided by 1/2)+(1/2 divided by 2)+(1 1/2 divided by 8) 
F(e) = 0.500+0.25+0.188 
F(e) = 0.938 
 

Since the value of F(e) does not exceed unity, the exposure is within permissible limits. 

1926.52(e) 

 

Helmets 

 

Helmets for the protection of employees against impact and penetration 
of falling and flying objects shall meet the specifications contained 
in American National Standards Institute, Z89.1-1969, Safety 
Requirements for Industrial Head Protection. 

1926.100(c)  



Helmets for the head protection of employees exposed to high voltage electrical shock and burns shall 

meet the specifications contained in American National Standards Institute, Z89.2-1971. 

 

Regulations for tools 

Condition of tools. All hand and power tools and similar equipment, whether furnished by the 

employer or the employee, shall be maintained in a safe condition. 

Belts, gears, shafts, pulleys, sprockets, spindles, drums, fly wheels, chains, or other reciprocating, 

rotating or moving parts of equipment shall be guarded if such parts are exposed to contact by 
employees or otherwise create a hazard. Guarding shall meet the requirements as set forth in 

American National Standards Institute, B15.1-1953 (R1958), Safety Code for Mechanical Power-
Transmission Apparatus. 

"Exposure of blades." When the periphery of the blades of a fan is less than 7 feet (2.128 m) above 

the floor or working level, the blades shall be guarded. The guard shall have openings no larger than 

1/2 inch (1.27 cm). 

All hand-held powered drills, tappers, fastener drivers, horizontal, vertical, and angle grinders with 
wheels greater than 2 inches in diameter, disc sanders, belt sanders, reciprocating saws, saber saws, 

and other similar operating powered tools shall be equipped with a momentary contact "on-off" 
control and may have a lock-on control provided that turnoff can be accomplished by a single motion 

of the same finger or fingers that turn it on. 

All other hand-held powered tools, such as circular saws, chain saws, and percussion tools without 

positive accessory holding means, shall be equipped with a constant pressure switch that will shut off 
the power when the pressure is released. 

Electric power operated tools shall either be of the approved double-insulated type or grounded in 
accordance with Subpart K of this part 

Compressed air shall not be used for cleaning purposes except where reduced to less than 30 p.s.i. 

and then only with effective chip guarding and personal protective equipment which meets the 
requirements of Subpart E of this part. The 30 p.s.i. requirement does not apply for concrete form, 

mill scale and similar cleaning purposes. 

Scaffolding 

Except as provided in paragraphs (a)(2), (a)(3), (a)(4), (a)(5) and (g) of this section, each scaffold 

and scaffold component shall be capable of supporting, without failure, its own weight and at least 4 

times the maximum intended load applied or transmitted to it. 

Direct connections to roofs and floors, and counterweights used to balance adjustable suspension 
scaffolds, shall be capable of resisting at least 4 times the tipping moment imposed by the scaffold 

operating at the rated load of the hoist, or 1.5 (minimum) times the tipping moment imposed by the 
scaffold operating at the stall load of the hoist, whichever is greater. 

Except as provided in paragraphs (b)(2)(i) and (b)(2)(ii) of this section, each scaffold platform and 
walkway shall be at least 18 inches (46 cm) wide 



Each ladder jack scaffold, top plate bracket scaffold, roof bracket scaffold, and pump jack scaffold 

shall be at least 12 inches (30 cm) wide. There is no minimum width requirement for boatswains' 
chairs 

Each end of a platform 10 feet or less in length shall not extend over its support more than 12 inches 

(30 cm) unless the platform is designed and installed so that the cantilevered portion of the platform 
is able to support employees and/or materials without tipping, or has guardrails which block employee 

access to the cantilevered end. 

1926.451(b)(5)(ii)  

Each platform greater than 10 feet in length shall not extend over its support more than 18 inches (46 

cm), unless it is designed and installed so that the cantilevered portion of the platform is able to 

support employees without tipping, or has guardrails which block employee access to the cantilevered 
end. 

Ladders 

Each self-supporting portable ladder: At least four times the maximum intended load, except that each extra-

heavy-duty type 1A metal or plastic ladder shall sustain at least 3.3 time the maximum intended load. The ability 

of a ladder to sustain the loads indicated in this paragraph shall be determined by applying or transmitting the 

requisite load to the ladder in a downward vertical direction. Ladders built and tested in conformance with the 

applicable provisions of appendix A of this subpart will be deemed to meet this requirement 

Each portable ladder that is not self-supporting: At least four times the maximum intended load, except that each 

extra-heavy-duty type 1A metal or plastic ladders shall sustain at least 3.3 times the maximum intended load. The 

ability of a ladder to sustain the loads indicated in this paragraph shall be determined by applying or transmitting 

the requisite load to the ladder in a downward vertical direction when the ladder is placed at an angle of 75 1/2 

degrees from the horizontal. Ladders built and tested in conformance with the applicable provisions of appendix 

A will be deemed to meet this requirement. 

The minimum clear distance between the sides of individual-rung/step ladders and the minimum clear distance 

between the side rails of other fixed ladders shall be 16 inches (41 cm 

Rungs, cleats, and steps of portable ladders (except as provided below) and fixed ladders (including individual-

rung/step ladders) shall be spaced not less than 10 inches (25 cm) apart, nor more than 14 inches (36 cm) apart, 

as measured between center lines of the rungs, cleats and steps. 

1926.1053(a)(3)(ii)  

Rungs, cleats, and steps of step stools shall be not less than 8 inches (20 cm) apart, nor more than 12 
inches (31 cm) apart, as measured between center lines of the rungs, cleats, and steps 

Wood job-made ladders with spliced side rails shall be used at an angle such that the horizontal distance is one-

eighth the working length of the ladder. 

Ladders shall have nonconductive siderails if they are used where the employee or the ladder could contact 

exposed energized electrical equipment, except as provided in 1926.951(c)(1) of this part. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


